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ATTICA TOWNSHIP

MINUTES OF THE

PLANNING COMMISSION

January 4, 2012

At a regular meeting of the Attica Township Planning Commission held on the 4th day of January, 2012, at the Attica Township Hall, 4350 Peppermill Road, Attica, MI 48412.


The meeting was called to order by Chairman David Penzien at 7:10 p.m.  The following members were PRESENT:  Geraldean Berry, Kent Gierman, Bud Fackler, Phil Madeline, Dave Penzien and Nancy Szerlag. ABSENT:  Robert Stockwell.  ALSO PRESENT:  Planner Dave Birchler and Attorney Mike Gildner. 

Minutes of the November 2nd, 2011 regular Planning Commission meeting minutes were reviewed and there being no corrections, additions or deletions:


MOTION by Berry, seconded by Gierman to approve the November 2nd, 2011 regular Planning Commission meeting minutes as presented.  A vote was taken.  Ayes:  All; Nays:  None. Absent:  One (Stockwell).  MOTION CARRIED.
PUBLIC HEARING:  
1.
Housekeeping Amendments Resulting from Recent Special Land Uses Update:   These revisions all involve private kennels, accessory apartments and bed and breakfast inns. These three uses were all “downgraded” from special land use to principal permitted uses that only require administrative approval.
Chairman Penzien opened the Public Hearing at 7:12 p.m. There was discussion regarding the private kennels amendment. The Public Hearing was closed at 7:15 p.m.
OLD BUSINESS:



1.  
Medical Marihuana Ordinance


Attorney Gildner and Secretary Fackler attended a medical marihuana seminar put on by the Attorney General. Attorney Gildner stated that he received no new insights from the seminar and that as related to zoning there are three options: do nothing, prohibit or regulate through zoning. There was lengthy discussion.

MOTION by Szerlag, seconded by Fackler to table the medical marihuana ordinance issue.  A vote was taken.  Ayes:  All; Nays:  None. Absent:  One (Stockwell).  MOTION CARRIED.
NEW BUSINESS:



1.
Election of Officers:  Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and Secretary.
MOTION by Fackler, seconded by Szerlag to nominate David Penzien as the Chairperson of the Attica Township Planning Commission for the year 2012; and moved further by Fackler seconded by Szerlag that the nominations be closed and a unanimous ballot be cast. A vote was taken.  Ayes:  All; Nays:  None. Absent:  One (Stockwell). MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Berry, seconded by Madeline to nominate Robert Stockwell as the Vice-Chairperson of the Attica Township Planning Commission for the year 2012; and moved further by Berry seconded by Madeline that the nominations be closed and a unanimous ballot be cast. A vote was taken.  Ayes:  All; Nays:  None. Absent:  One (Stockwell). MOTION CARRIED.
MOTION by Gierman, seconded by Berry to nominate Bud Fackler as the Secretary of the Attica Township Planning Commission for the year 2012; and moved further by Gierman seconded by Berry that the nominations be closed and a unanimous ballot be cast. A vote was taken.  Ayes:  All; Nays:  None. Absent:  One (Stockwell). MOTION CARRIED.
2.
Decision on housekeeping amendments and recommendation to the Township Board.

Planner Birchler explained the amendments and there was lengthy discussion among the Planning Commission, Planner Birchler, Attorney Gildner and Supervisor Ochadleus. Secretary Fackler recommended tabling the recommendation to the Township Board until further review.
MOTION by Fackler, seconded by Berry to table the decision on housekeeping amendmends and recommendation to the Township Board until further review. A vote was taken.  Ayes:  All; Nays:  None. Absent:  One (Stockwell). MOTION CARRIED.

3.
Brian Rowley-Special Land Use Inquiry

Brian Rowley is considering purchasing the old Attica Fire Hall which was most recently owned by Matt Wiegers. Mr. Wiegers had a Special Land Use for his carpet business in the building.  Mr. Rowley would like to locate his auction business offices in the building and inquired about a Special Land Use for the building for his offices. There was lengthy discussion. Secretary Fackler advised Mr. Rowley that if he obtains the permission of the Health Department and the Road Commission a Special Land Use should be allowed.
PUBLIC TIME:  None.
COMMUNICATIONS AND SECRETARY REPORT:

Secretary Fackler reported that he has been appointed to the GLS Planning Commission Region 5.
 
ATTORNEY AND CONSULTANT REPORTS:
 a)
Planner Birchler praised the great job Marie Sheffer did as the first Attica Township Planning Commission Chairperson and expressed his sympathy.


b)
Planner Birchler discussed two grant applications that his firm submitted for two townships. Both grants have received recommendation for funding. 


There being no further business before the Attica Township Planning Commission, MOTION by Gierman seconded by Madeline to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m. A vote was taken. Ayes:  All; Nays:  None. MOTION CARRIED.

______________________________       _____________________________

Bud Fackler, Secretary of the

         Valerie Schultz, Recording Secretary

Attica Township Planning Commission


PAGE  
- 3 -

