 Attica Township Planning Commission Regular Meeting – November 2nd, 2011


ATTICA TOWNSHIP

MINUTES OF THE

PLANNING COMMISSION

November 2nd, 2011


At a regular meeting of the Attica Township Planning Commission held on the 2nd day of November, 2011, at the Attica Township Hall, 4350 Peppermill Road, Attica, MI 48412.


The meeting was called to order by Chairman David Penzien at 7:02 p.m.  The following members were PRESENT:  Geraldean Berry, Kent Gierman, Bud Fackler and Robert Stockwell. ABSENT:  Phil Madeline, Nancy Szerlag and Dave Penzien.  ALSO PRESENT:  Planner Dave Birchler, Attorney Mike Gildner and student member Daniel Gavett.


Minutes of the September 7th, 2011 regular Planning Commission meeting minutes were reviewed and there being no corrections, additions or deletions:


MOTION by Berry, seconded by Gierman to approve the September 7th, 2011 regular Planning Commission meeting minutes as presented.  A vote was taken.  Ayes:  All; Nays:  None. Absent:  Three (Madeline, Penzien and Szerlag).  MOTION CARRIED.
PUBLIC HEARING:  
1.
Lapeer Community Church:  Amend Special Land Use to increase the size of the parking lot.

Vice-Chairperson Stockwell opened the Public Hearing at 7:04 p.m., and there being no comments from the public the Public Hearing for Lapeer Community Church was closed at 7:05 p.m.

2.
Amend Zoning Ordinance:  Section 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 and 7.6. 7.1: Enforcement, 7.2: Duties of Building Inspector and Zoning Administrator, 7.3: Permits, 7.4: Certificates of Occupancy and Zoning Compliance, 7.6: Fees.

Vice-Chairperson Stockwell opened the Public Hearing at 7:05 p.m. Planner Birchler reviewed the changes. There being no comments from the public the Public Hearing was closed at 7:08 p.m.

3.
Amend Zoning Ordinance:   Section 5.7:  Change wording from Building Inspector to Zoning Administrator.
Vice-Chairperson Stockwell opened the Public Hearing at 7:08 p.m. Planner Birchler reviewed the changes. There being no comments from the public the Public Hearing was closed at 7:10 p.m.

OLD BUSINESS:



1.  
Medical Marihuana Ordinance


Attorney Gildner stated that he received a notice from the Attorney General that there will be a seminar this month regarding medical marihuana and he will have more information after the seminar.
NEW BUSINESS:



1.
Decision on Lapeer Community Church and Recommendation to the Township Board.

Planner Birchler distributed copies of his review of Lapeer Community Church’s site plan. There was lengthy discussion between Pastor Rick Schwab of Lapeer Community Church, Supervisor Ochadleus, Planner Birchler, Attorney Gildner and the Planning Commission.
MOTION by Fackler, seconded by Berry to recommend Township Board approval of the amended site plan and special land use for Lapeer Community Church project to the planners following recommendations:

a)
The throat of the east driveway onto North Street shall be widened (easterly) to a standard 24-foot wide, two-way driveway with a 20-foot exiting radius with provision that it is completed in 2011.

b)
One additional barrier-free parking space should be provided in an appropriate location near to one of the church’s entrances.

c)
If the Township determines there is adequate separation to satisfy the temporary gravel parking lot screening requirement, the greenbelt is to be installed along the south lot line of Parcel D by 2014. The Planning Commission recommends the Township Board delay the parking paving and screening requirement for two years, with a possible one year extension.

d)
The Township Engineer should verify that the site can accommodate the storm water run-off from the gravel parking lot, without adverse impact on neighboring property.
A vote was taken.  Ayes:  All; Nays:  None. Absent:  Three (Madeline, Penzien and Szerlag).  MOTION CARRIED.
2.
Decision on amending the Zoning Ordinance sections 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 and 7.6 and recommendation to the Township Board.
MOTION by Gierman, seconded by Stockwell to recommend Township Board approval to amend the Zoning Ordinance Sections 7.1, Enforcement; 7.2, Duties of Building Inspector and Zoning Administrator; 7.3, Permits; 7.4, Certificates of Occupancy and Zoning Compliance and 7.6 Fees as prepared.   A vote was taken.  Ayes:  All; Nays:  None. Absent:  Three (Madeline, Penzien and Szerlag).  MOTION CARRIED.

3.
Decision on amending the Zoning Ordinance Section 5.7, change wording from Building Inspector to Zoning Administrator and recommendation to the Township Board.

There was discussion.

MOTION by Berry, seconded by Gierman to recommend Township Board approval to amend the Zoning Ordinance Section 5.7, change wording from Building Inspector to Zoning Administrator. A vote was taken.  Ayes:  All; Nays:  None. Absent:  Three (Madeline, Penzien and Szerlag).  MOTION CARRIED.
PUBLIC TIME:  None.
COMMUNICATIONS AND SECRETARY REPORT:   None
ATTORNEY AND CONSULTANT REPORTS:  None.


There being no further business before the Attica Township Planning Commission, MOTION by Berry seconded by Stockwell to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m. A vote was taken. Ayes:  All; Nays:  None. MOTION CARRIED.

______________________________       _____________________________

Bud Fackler, Secretary of the

         Valerie Schultz, Recording Secretary

Attica Township Planning Commission
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