Attica Township Regular Board Meeting – September 13th, 2012 


       MINUTES OF THE ATTICA TOWNSHIP BOARD

Held on September 13th, 2012 

Nancy Herpolsheimer, Clerk

At a meeting of the Attica Township Board held on September 13th, 2012, at the Attica Township Hall, 4350 Peppermill Road, Attica, Michigan.  The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Supervisor Ochadleus.   PRESENT:  Supervisor Al Ochadleus, Clerk Nancy Herpolsheimer, Treasurer Pam Mason, Trustee Phil Madeline and Trustee Richard Lacey. ABSENT: None.  ALSO PRESENT: Attorney Gildner and the public per the Sign-In Sheet attached.
The minutes of the August 9th, 2012 regular Board meeting were reviewed by the Board; and there being no additions, corrections or deletions;

MOTION by Lacey, seconded by Madeline to approve the August 9th, 2012 Attica Township regular Board meeting as presented.  A vote was taken.  Ayes: All; Nays: None. Absent:  (None).  MOTION CARRIED.

CORRESPONDENCE:  None.

TREASURER’S REPORT:   Treasurer Mason gave the following Treasurer’s Report:  General Fund Beginning Balance of $566,768.00, receipts of $9,500.46; Interest of $45.58; Distributions of $70.435.63 for a New Balance of $505,878.41. Public Safety has $128,179.27; Fire Millage has $95,174.19 Fire Department Escrow has $77,333.62 and there is $3,563.96 in the Lake George Road Special Assessment account. 

MOTION by Lacey, seconded by Madeline to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented. A vote was taken. Ayes: All; Nays: None. Absent: None.    MOTION CARRIED.

POLICE REPORT:  Deputy Nick Vandenberg gave the following police report:  there were 168 calls in the month of August with 79 of the calls handled by the Township deputies. 

PUBLIC HEARING:  Street Vacation.


Supervisor Ochadleus opened the Public Hearing concerning the possible vacation of streets, alleys or thoroughfares in Attica Township. Surveyor Rick Duthler commended the Attica Township Board for their effort to help the residents of Attica by cleaning up the unused streets and answered questions concerning the Plat of Survey of the Village of Attica and the proposed street vacations. Resident Donn Makedonsky asked a question regarding the proposed vacations. Supervisor Ochadleus thanked surveyor for making it economical for Attica to have their streets cleaned up and for the excellent job he did.

There being no further comments or questions:

MOTION by Madeline, seconded by Mason to close the Public Hearing at 7:12 p.m. A vote was taken. Ayes: All; Nays: None. Absent: None.    MOTION CARRIED.
PUBLIC TIME:  

Resident Bill Gavette of 4241 Payne Road gave his viewpoints concerning Lapeer Community Schools and asked that residents vote for him for the Lapeer Community Schools School Board at the November 6th, 2012 election.

OLD BUSINESS:   

1.
Resolution regarding Aquatic Weed Control on Lake Pleasant: 


Supervisor Ochadleus explained that a Special Assessment cannot be put on the summer taxes because the State will not pay Attica for collecting summer taxes if there is an assessment on them. Therefore the necessary steps to consider the assessment must be completed in a timely manner to appear on the December taxes if the resolution is adopted. Resident Diane Gladden of 711 Sunset stated that the Lake Association has 2 quotes for weed removal due in the next week. There was discussion.

MOTION by Herpolsheimer, seconded by Madeline to adopt a Resolution Regarding Aquatic Weed Control on Lake Pleasant. A roll call vote was taken. Lacey: Aye; Madeline: Aye: Ochadleus: Aye; Herpolsheimer: Aye and Mason: Aye. Ayes: All. Nays: None. Absent:  None. MOTION CARRIED

2.
Lake Pleasant Rd. / Newark Rd. Intersection:
Supervisor Ochadleus read a letter from Ryan Doyle, Assistant County Highway Engineer of the Lapeer County Road Commission. The letter informed Attica Township that he has applied for a $600,000 grant to significantly raise the dangerous intersection at Lake Pleasant Rd. and Newark Rd. If the grant is awarded the Road Commission will consider contributing $100,000 towards the approximately $975,000 project. The shortfall would be the responsibility of Attica Township. Supervisor Ochadleus discussed the estimates and advised the board that there is no need to take any action at this time.
3.
Set 1st Public Hearing for Aquatic Weed Control on Lake Pleasant:

MOTION by Herpolsheimer, seconded by Mason to set the first Public Hearing to establish a Special Assessment District for Weed Control on Lake Pleasant, for Thursday, October 11th, 2012 at 7 p.m. A vote was taken. Ayes: All; Nays: None. Absent: None.    MOTION CARRIED.  
 NEW BUSINESS:   
1.
Tracy Harnish, Director, Ruth Hughes Memorial Library-Proposed addition of Goodland Township:



Ruth Hughes Memorial Library Director, Tracy Harnish, thanked the residents of Attica Township for voting yes on the Library Millage renewal at the August 2012 election. Director Harnish went on to request the approval of the Township Board to add Goodland Township to the Ruth Hughes Memorial Library District. There was discussion. 
MOTION by Lacey, seconded by Mason to adopt a Resolution to Amend the District Library Agreement with Ruth Hughes Memorial Library to add Goodland Township to the Library District. A roll call vote was taken. Madeline: Aye; Lacey: Aye: Ochadleus: Aye; Herpolsheimer: Aye and Mason: Aye. Ayes: All. Nays: None. Absent:  None. MOTION CARRIED


2.
Vacation Policy: 


Supervisor Ochadleus reviewed the Attica Township Vacation Policy he drafted. Supervisor Ochadleus stated that there have been no significant raises in seven years and proposed paid vacation days based on length of service for hourly employees associated with the administrative office and work a minimum of 15 hours per week. There was discussion.
MOTION by Herpolsheimer, seconded by Mason to adopt an Attica Township Vacation Policy based on length of service for hourly employees associated with the administrative office and work a minimum of 15 hours per week. A roll call vote was taken. Ochadleus: Aye; Mason: Aye; Herpolsheimer: Aye; Lacey: Aye and Madeline: Aye. Ayes: All. Nays: None. Absent:  None. MOTION CARRIED

3.
Michigan Township Association Awards Banquet:
MOTION by Mason, seconded by Madeline to authorize the expenditure to cover the cost of any and all elected officials, deputies, department heads and their significant others wishing to attend the Lapeer County Michigan Townships Association Awards Banquet on October 13th, 2012 at the Countryside Banquet Hall in Imlay City. A roll call vote taken. Ochadleus: Aye; Madeline; Aye; Herpolsheimer: Aye; Lacey: Aye and Mason: Aye. Ayes: All. Nays: None. MOTION CARRIED.
4.
IT Contract:


Supervisor Ochadleus reviewed the IT Contract with HDR Associates for the management of the Township’s computer system. This contract will automatically renew each year unless terminated by either party. The cost of the contract is $2,000 per year.
MOTION by Herpolsheimer, seconded by Mason to approve the IT Contract with HDR Associates to provide management of Attica Township’s computer systems. A vote was taken. Ayes: All; Nays: None. Absent: None.    MOTION CARRIED.  

5.
Cemetery Contract:


Supervisor Ochadleus recommended renewal of the cemetery contract with B.J.’s Maintenance at a cost of $14,000 for one year.

MOTION by Madeline, seconded by Lacey to approve the Cemetery Contract with B.J.’s Maintenance for one year. A vote was taken. Ayes: All; Nays: None. Absent: None.    MOTION CARRIED.  
6.
Lapeer County EMS:

Supervisor Ochadleus gave an overview of the history of Lapeer County Emergency Medical Services (LCEMS). A competing company has applied for and received approval to operate in Lapeer County. Supervisor Ochadleus stated that the impact on Lapeer County EMS is yet to be determined but is profitable and secure at this time. Supervisor Ochadleus wanted the public and the board to be aware of the situation.
7.
Street Vacation Decision:

MOTION by Herpolsheimer, seconded by Mason to vacate all streets, alleys or thoroughfares identified in the published Notice of Public Hearing and attached to this document. A roll call vote was taken. Herpolsheimer: Aye; Lacey: Aye: Mason: Aye; Ochadleus: Aye and Madeline: Aye. Ayes: All. Nays: None. Absent:  None. MOTION CARRIED.
8.
Flea Market:


Supervisor Ochadleus was made aware of a Flea Market to be held at the Attica Township Park on Sunday, September 16th and asked the public and the board if they had any information regarding the flea market. Once it was established that money could exchange hands at the Flea Market it was decided that it would not be allowed in the Attica Township Park. Resident Diane Gladden stated that she would put the word out that the Flea Market is cancelled.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:   

1.
FIRE:   Chief Warford reported:

a)
The 911 radios are on track to become digital in November or December of this year.


b)
After hearing of an incident in another fire department where a fire truck was much underinsured Chief Warford investigated the coverage on Attica’s fire trucks and found that they were also underinsured. Chief Warford has contacted the insurance company and all Attica fire trucks are now insured correctly.

c)
An unpaid fire bill for a semi truck fire has been turned over to Attorney Gildner to pursue collection.


d)
Four of five new fire fighters graduate next month.

2.
PARK:   Park Manager Madeline reported:


a)
The parts for the playground equipment came in but do not fit the equipment. The parts needed are no longer produced. The piece of equipment is obsolete and will be removed from the park.

b)
New, safe playground equipment is needed in the park.
3.
 PLANNING COMMISSION:  Supervisor Ochadleus reported that the Recreation Plan Vision Workshop held on September 5th was a success. 250 of the mailed surveys have been returned to the Township with more still coming in each day. Residents are overall very pleased with Attica Township Park and some of the top interests they have in adding to the park are soccer fields, restrooms, and more pavilions.
4.
ATTORNEY REPORT:  Attorney Gildner is working on cost recovery for an unpaid
fire department bill.
5.
AMBULANCE:   None.

6.
CEMETERY:   None.

7.
COMMISSIONER REPORT:  None.
8.
Board:  None.

9.
Public:
 Diane Gladden of 711 Sunset asked if the Township web site is a responsibility in the IT contract because the Township minutes have not been updated since 2011. Ms. Gladden also asked if there is a list of resident’s addresses in the possible Lake Pleasant Assessment District.
REVIEWING AND PAYING BILLS: 
The bills were reviewed by the Board for the General Fund for the amount of $49,050.92: Public Safety for the amount of $9,405.12 and for the Fire Fund for the amount of $5,499.15 for a total of $63,955.19. There being no further questions:
MOTION by Lacey, seconded by Madeline to approve the bills as presented. A roll call vote was taken. Mason: Aye; Ochadleus: Aye: Madeline: Aye; Herpolsheimer: Aye and Lacey: Aye. Ayes: All. Nays: None. Absent:  None. MOTION CARRIED.
There being no further business before the Board, MOTION by Lacey seconded by Madeline to adjourn the meeting at 8:11 p.m. A vote was taken. Ayes: All. Nays: None. MOTION CARRIED.
Submitted by:

Respectfully Submitted By:

                                                           
     
_______________________________
Valerie Schultz, Recording Secretary                
 Nancy Herpolsheimer, Clerk
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